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Most types of graffiti removal/abatement can be performed by the 
property owner or the City's abatement crews within 48 hours, 
including private property and alleys. Surfaces that require more 
than just a paint out will take longer to abate. 
 
PRIVATE PROPERTY 

Surface Type of Removal 

Building Paint / Sand / Water blast (if virgin surface) 

Brick wall Paint / Sand / Water blast (if virgin surface) 

Concrete block wall Paint / Sand / Water blast (if virgin surface) 

Driveway Sand / Water blast 

Fence Paint 

Garage door Paint 

House Paint 

Parking lot Paint on Wall / asphalt sealer on floor 

Stucco wall Paint 

Wall Paint 

Window Chemical when possible 
  
Alleys 

Surface Type of removal 

Wall Paint 

Garage / Door Paint 

 
In the case of public property, graffiti removal can ONLY be 
performed by the City. 
 
Public Property 

Surface Type of Removal 

Bridge Paint 

Curb Sand / Water blast 

Parking Lot Paint on Wall / asphalt sealer on floor 

Pedestrian Tunnel Paint 

Red Curb Paint 



 
 
 
Block Captain Toolkit 
 

graffiti removal limitations… 
 

Page 2 of 2 

Public Property (cont’d)  

Surface Type of Removal 

Retaining wall Paint / Sand / Water blast (if virgin surface) 

Sidewalk Sand / Water blast 

Stop Sign Chemical 

Street Asphalt Sealer 

Pole - granite Paint 

Pole - metal Chemical 

Pole - telephone Paint 

Street sign Chemical 

Traffic  Control Chemical 

Traffic Sign Chemical 

Tree Water blast 

Overpass Paint 

Underpass Paint 

* a surface is considered virgin if it has never been painted  
 
The locations/surfaces listed below CANNOT be abated by the City's 
crews, and we therefore cannot guarantee abatement: 
 

Surface Abatement can be Performed 
by: 

Contact Number 

Freeways CALTRANS (213) 897-0380 

Buildings above the 2nd story SPECIALTY CONTRACTOR  

The Los Angeles River ARMY CORE OF ENGINEERS (213) 452-3349 

Railroads SPECIALTY CONTRACTOR  

City of L.A. Recreation and Parks 
Property 

City of L.A. Recreation and Parks Contact 3-1-1 

Murals SPECIALTY CONTRACTOR  

L.A. County Property L.A. County Graffiti Abatement (800) 675-4357 

L.A. Unified School District Property L.A. Unified School District (213) 763-2900 

Etched glass SPECIALTY CONTRACTOR  

 


